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MARTIN LUTHER

"From time immemorial however,

the Jews have known better than

any others how falsehoods and _
calumny can be exploited.... One of
the greatest thinkers that mankind |,
has produced has branded the Jews
for all time with a statement which

is profoundly and exactly true. He
(Schopenhauer) called the Jew "The
Great Master of Lies". Those who

do not realize the truth of that
statement, or do not wish to

believe it, will never be able

to lend a hand in helping

Truth to prevail."

~ Adolf Hitler
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Vatican Says Catholics Should Not try to Convert Jews— “Catholics should not try to convert
Jews and should work with them to fight anti-Semitism, the Vatican said on Thursday in a
major new document...’In concrete terms this means that the Catholic Church neither
conducts nor supports any specific institutional mission work directed towards Jews,’ said
the document, adding that there was a ‘principled rejection of an institutional Jewish
mission’. A Vatican expert in Catholic-Jewish dialogue said it was the first time a repudiation
of active conversion of Jews had been so clearly stated in a Vatican document." (NBC NEWS)
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Recently a dear and thoughtful brother wrote to me to express his views about Israel’s

future. No doubt he feels Israel as a nation has already been replaced by the church, and he

feels current Israel as a nation is an aggressor against the Palestinians. This kind of

thinking is becoming more and more prevalent these days. You may be interested in my
response to him. Hope our discussions cause you to think about God’s plan for Israel both as

a nation and as a people.
Dear Sau-Wing,

It was good seeing you recently. We exchanged briefly about how we view Israel. Knowing
that you have spent a lot of time studying the Holy Land and end times, I would like to share
a few thoughts about how we should interpret scriptures on the issue of Zionism. I certainly
have not spent nearly as much time studying the history etc. as you probably have. So your

feedback will be most welcome.

e From Romans 11, it is quite clear that the Jewish people will have a great revival in the
future (perhaps in end times) when many will come to know Jesus as the Messiah.

e But that does not change the facts of history that the Jewish nation has never been a
light to the world except for a brief time during the reign of David and Solomon. What
the nation failed to do, 2-3 individuals accomplished — Joseph witnessed to Egypt,

Daniel to Babylon and Persia. And Esther, too.

* As for reaching the world in the last 2,000 years, it’s the NT Church in Christ that has
carried out God’s plan of salvation. So the promise of God to Abraham was fulfilled in

raising his spiritual descendants in the Lord Jesus. As controversial as it may be,
“replacement theology" seems pretty convincing.

e It would be nice to see a new Temple of God replacing the Dome of the Rock at Temple
Mount one day. But perhaps a physical building is not that important. It will bring
more glory to God if one day all peoples of the Abrahamic faith worship the Messiah
together at Temple Mount, regardless of what building will be used or even using the

existing mosque.

e I once had a very emotionally-charged question from a Messianic Jewish American

brother: “Who does God say the land belong to?" The promise of land from God

stretched from the Great (Mediterranean) Sea to the Great Rivers (Tigris-Euphrates).
Perhaps it was fulfilled during the time of David and Solomon when all the peoples and
nations in the region paid tributes to Israel. I have not heard of any Zionist wanting to
claim modern day Iraq and Iran for Israel. John Piper’s message from 2004 is still
relevant as it was based on scriptures: http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/israel-

palestine-and-the-middle-east
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e Every time in the OT when God promised those amazing blessings to the Jewish people,
they were always followed by scary warnings of judgment if they became unfaithful.
The latter was used by some to “justify" anti-Semitism even during WW2. But it was
wrong to do what is unjust to “help" fulfill God’s prophecy of judgement. Likewise, we
should not try to “help" God fulfill his promise of blessings to the Jewish people by
supporting injustice against the Palestinian people, especially when the huge majority
of Israelis today is quite atheist and anti-Christian.Christian Zionism is as unbiblical
and illogical as Christian anti-Semitism. Bernie Sanders said during the 2016 election
campaign: “What is happening in Israel is unconscionable." There are Rabbis for
justice and peace groups in Israel, Europe and even the US.

I will not try to go into the history of the Holy Land in the last several hundred years in this
email. But I will appreciate learning about your views from a biblical perspective.

Blessings,

XXXXXXX

My response to this brother:
Dear XXXXXXXX:

Thank you for taking the time to write me about this important subject of the role of the Jews
and the nation of Israel. Indeed our views regarding these two subjects determine our
eschatology. And our views must be biblically-based with no emotional bias. So my first
question is: where is the biblical basis to support that the church has replaced the Jews in
terms of receiving the blessings promised to the Jews? I cannot find any scripture showing
the two have merged, with the church taking the place of the Jews. Instead the distinction
between the Jews and the church remains, even though the church was established by Jewish
followers of Christ.

I agree with you that in the OT promises of blessing are usually followed by warnings of
judgment if they are unfaithful. But let’s not forget that the first covenant given to Abraham
in Gen 12 was unconditional. I do not see that the New Covenant fulfilled by Christ
invalidates the original covenant given to Abraham. Instead, it brings all believers into the
blessings promised to not only the Jews but, to “all the peoples on earth” through the Jews
(Gen 12:3b, NIV).

So I feel strongly that the Jews, though unfaithful for thousands of years, have not been
discarded as a people. You correctly point out that Roman 11 clearly confirms the Jewish
people will have a great revival in the future. Indeed Roman 11:26 makes it clear that “all
Israel will be saved.” But I think where we differ is whether God’s blessing extends to Israel
as a nation in view of its long history of rebellion against God. You seem to feel that God’s
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promises to Israel is limited to just Jews as a people, but not Jews as a nation. And one of the
key reasons is the nation of Israel has failed to be the light of the world, so it is no longer
needed.

If God’s blessing to the Jews is just for them as a people, then they could receive such
blessing even if they are scattered all over the world. There is no need for them to be gathered
together “to their own land” (Ezekiel 39:28b), with the promise that “I will give you back the
land of Israel again” (Ezekiel 11:17b). The only way they could be all gathered together in the
land of Israel is for them to have their own sovereign nation in the land of Israel, and that
was precisely what happened on May 14, 1948. In my mind because these promises are to
both Jews as a people and Israel as a nation, the people and nation of Israel are inseparable.
To deny this one has to conclude that the May 14, 1948 event has no biblical significance. But
what nation can be re-established (and preserved through wars after wars) after 2,516 years’
non-existence, if God’s hand was not directly at work?

Indeed the nation of Israel today is mostly secular. It is as bad as the Kingdom of Judah and
Israel in the old days. And God will deal with them severely — that is why I believe the
coming Great Tribulation (called the “Jacob’s trouble” in Jeremiah 30:7) is primarily God’s
wrath being poured out on the Jewish people and nation. But I also believe that the Great
Tribulation is also a time to bring the Jewish people and nation back to God. Through
persecution in the hand of the Antichrist the Jews would taste unprecedented suffering to the
point of extinction as a nation. And that is when they finally “will look on me, the one they
have pierced” (Zech 12:10).

I think Jesus’ description of the Great Tribulation in the Olivet Discourse plus the prophecies
in Revelation are primarily for the Jews, as that will be the time God brings back the Jews as
you cited in your first point.

So if we are convinced that the Jews as a people is not discarded by God, we cannot then
conclude that God’s plan for the Jewish people is unrelated to giving them their own nation.
In Ezekiel 37 when the prophet saw the dry bones being brought to life, he did not just see
the bones (people of Israel, as clearly given in 37:11) becoming an unorganized group of
people. They become “a vast army” (37:10b). An army serves a nation. That is why I find it
hard to separate a people from a nation.

As for the future Temple, my belief is even though now we can worship God without entering
any physical Temple, in the future a physical Temple will be built. And I am not referring to
the Third Temple which I consider an aberrant or abnormal structure simply because it will
be built by the Antichrist with the goal of deceiving the Jews. It will only last 7 years. I am
looking forward to the fourth Temple, which Ezekiel saw and described in precise details in
Eze 40-44 (why would God ask Ezekiel to put down such precise details if this is merely
figurative?). And very possibly this Temple will exist during the Millennial Kingdom since in
the Eternal State there is no more Temple (Rev 21:22)
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We can proceed to discuss the last few hundred years’ history in the Middle East and whether
the land belongs to Israel or the Palestinian people. You stated that Israel is the aggressor
against the Palestinian people. Actually there is no such people as Palestinian people because
Palestine only describes the location. Technically anyone living in the land of Palestine is a
Palestinian. But today when we refer to the Palestinian people we are referring to the Arabs
who have moved to live in the land of Israel. We can examine in recent history who got there
first. We talked briefly about Joan Peters’ book “From Time Immemorial”. We can certainly
enter a discussion about recent history, but that will be for another day.

Sau-Wing
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0161 HTH » ZEA\FREFEZE— » fiiif - *Many think differently, feel differently,
seeking God or meeting God in different ways. In this crowd, in this range of religions, there is
only one certainty that we have for all: we are all children of God’
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A S (EEEIRHERL T AKHAE ) o BRIEEA AT RE T e g REI g m AL
FEEHE - LB LR EHE REREEENER (Source: Andries van Niekerk) :

Rome’s long history was marked with the shedding of the blood of saints. “Under the
guise of Christianity, the Papal Church committed more enormities than ever disgraced

the annals of paganism”( fEEVE ZAVIR T - BEZGIL NAYFEITEL AT ATz
% > [HEZEMEE2E) (Fox’s Book of Martyrs, Ch. IV).

Roman Catholic crusaders slaughter approximately 20,000 citizens of Beziers, France on
July 22,1209.(1209 £ 7 H 22 H » B R EHT-FEAER B ER 7RG
20,000 A ER)

From the beginning of the Jesuits 1540-1580 it is estimated that 900,000 were destroyed
through papal cruelty. One hundred fifty thousand perished by the inquisition in thirty
years 1540-1570. (i HBfik & I 1540-1580 4FEFH4A > fhizt7E 900,000 A PRIZ 2 Y52
MRS » 1540-1570 FFHY=-TFH » BT T8 AJEREBEHFT - )(Source:
Halley’s Bible Handbook).

In the low lands 50,000 persons were hanged, beheaded, burned alive or buried alive for
the crime of heresy. Within 38 years from the edict of Charles V, 18,000 were executed. (
FEGATEIRHEH - 75 50,000 AN SIwIRHASTE ~ #TE ~ TE s EnE o fEAE 7L
EHRATESTREY 38 F£ - 7 18,000 AHEzf )

The Popes tried to put down the reformation in Germany and Switzerland. One might
consider the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, Martyrdom of John Calas, John Wycliff, John
Huss, Jerome of Prague, Tyndale, Luther, Persecutions in Germany, France, Scotland,
England, Ireland, persecution of Quakers.

The historian W.E. H. Lecky says, “The Church of Rome has shed more innocent blood
than any other institution that ever existed among mankind, will be questioned by no
Protestant who has a complete knowledge of history.” (2 B & bh A8 b & 487 AT 48
HIEART Bt BRI T B SIS B VAL - )9 A — (B E A 58 5 TR 2UE
/& %k - )Some historians have estimated that the persecuting hands of Rome have been
reddened by the blood of fifty million saints. | doubt that anyone can come close to the
exact number.
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Dear Pastor David:

Thank you for your very thoughtful response. | have read everything you sent me
carefully. | appreciate the chance to discuss these issues with someone who has studied them
in depth. It makes the discussion useful and in line with the Berean example in Act 17:11.

The key difference between our positions is whether all the servants/virgins/stewards
are Christians. If one takes the view that the Olivet Discourse is intended for, and applied to,
the church, then one would naturally conclude that they are all Christians. Additionally one
must interpret the ending of the wicked servant/unprepared virgins/third steward to be
something other than eternal damnation. However, if one takes the view that the Olivet
Discourse aims at Jews -- not just church-age Jews but, more importantly, Tribulation-age Jews,
then it is possible to accept that the wicked servant/unprepared virgins/third steward are non-
Christians who face the eternal judgment of separation from God.

First, the huge problems you identified

Allow me to first address the reasoning in your papers. You have identified the “huge
problems” with making the third servant a non-believer.

The first problem you cited is “using the end to justify the means” — if we don’t think
Christians would go to a place of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” then the third servant must
be a non-Christian. While | do agree that the conclusion alone should not always validate the
premise; there are nevertheless legitimate cause-effect relationships. Matthew 12:33 is a prime
example:  {RITECLLRRGF ~ Ry-tdr - i~ R - NAEERT - Bt LLRIE
it - Here by looking at the fruit (the “end”) one can draw conclusion about the tree (the
“means”), because a good tree would invariably give out good fruit. Cause-effect relationship
cannot be automatically ignored. The terrible fate awaiting the third servant shows this servant
is rejected by Christ. And Jesus made it clear why he is to be rejected: his lack of action is a
reflection of the wickedness in his heart (25:26). Such wickedness gave him a warped view of
the master. His action shows he does not believe, or even care about, the master’s returning.
He has no real relationship with the master despite his position as a steward.

Then you discuss the context of the passage, which you think is the disciples. You also
explained that the key here is what the stewards do while waiting for the master’s return, and
non-believers can’t be vigilant and can’t do anything for the Lord. While | agree that this
parable admonishes Christians to use the talents given by the master to the fullest extent, the
fact that the third servant is expected to apply his talent does not automatically make him a
believer. The prerequisite for applying the master’s talent fully is, first and foremost, believing
in the master’s goodness and his eventual return. There is a loving relationship between the
faithful/good servant and the master which the third servant lacks. That is the reason the third



servant was afraid — he ought to be afraid, because as a non-believer he will face eternal
damnation.

Your third point is they are all servants and are all given talents. Then you asked: does
God give non-believers talents? | would submit that God does give the same basic talents
(resources) to everyone in terms of a life time, basic intellect to understand the gospel
message, and the opportunity to enter into relationship with the master and become a faithful
servant. Sure non-Christians are not given any spiritual talents with which they serve the Lord
with. The question here is whether we must interpret talents to mean only spiritual talents
which are exclusively for Christians. And | question whether the talents given to the third
servant is sufficient to conclude that he must be a Christian.

You also bring up the argument of similarity and proximity — they are all servants, and
the virgins are all waiting for the bridegroom, ready or not, make them all believers. But the
parable of the Wheat and Tares (Matthew 13) clearly shows being similar or close in proximity
does not guarantee that they are all believers. Even the non-believers can do similar work as
believers (Matthew 7:22-23).

Second, the target audience of the Olivet Discourse

While you agree that the original audience when Jesus preached it was Jewish, you
expanded the audience to include Jews in the 50’s when there was widespread persecution.
Because the church has already been established by that time, you also extended the target
audience to the church. | do agree with the concept that biblical teachings should not be
narrowly confined to only a contemporary audience, and that is why | think the letters to the 7
churches in Revelation 2-3 are intended for all churches in all ages.

However, there are biblical passages which are specifically intended for a certain
audience. The OIld Testament is a prime example. For sure that is addressed primarily to a
Jewish audience, even though we gentile Christians do benefit from an understanding of God’s
redemptive plan which comes out of the Jews. But the Old Testament has to be understood in
the Jewish context as they are the original intended audience.

The Olivet Discourse’s Jewish emphasis is so overwhelmingly strong that it is not difficult
to conclude that it is primarily intended for the Jews — mainly Jews in the future Tribulation.
Even the final verses of the previous chapter (23:37-39) are about Israel’s future restoration.
And then 24:31 reiterates such sure Israeli restoration by mentioning the elect: {7 227 3& (i &

- HSRERYRE - BAtAVEERS ~ U5 ~ IEREE -~ FIRAE - BIET 72K -
Besides, the many Jewish references make the target audience abundantly clear: destruction of
the Second Temple (24:1-2), Daniel’s prophecies of the Great Tribulation (24:15); the flight into
the Judean wilderness by the Jewish believers in the Tribulation (24:16); the mention of
Sabbath (24:20), the mention of the elect (24:22), the mention of the Davidic Throne (25:31),
etc. That is why | think Jesus was speaking to the Jews in the future Tribulation, urging them not
to reject him anymore but to come to Himself for ultimate salvation. This would be their last

4



chance to be saved from eternal damnation. But the reality is that even in the Tribulation, when
many Jews do realize that Jesus is the Messiah and become believers, many would still reject
Him to the end (people who accepted the Beast’s 666 mark). The message of separating the
believers from believers is clear even outside of these parables -- & & E B EAE M E AT -

i FHEA M 2 A 2K~ S AE R o RIS LS — i - (25:32)

| do not disagree that the church would benefit from studying the Olivet Discourse,
which is precisely why you and | are studying it diligently. But if we accept the real target
audience is the Jews in the Tribulation, then we need not make the church the primary target
audience.

Difficulties in Making the Church the Target Audience

Putting the church as the primary target audience does pose a number of serious
difficulties. When you apply the Olivet Discourse to the church, yet the church is raptured
before the Tribulation, then most of the content would not matter to believers. Even Ignoring a
pre-tribulation rapture, applying it to the church necessarily makes 24:40-41 the rapture of the
church, not to mention that it would lead to a mid-trib or post-trib stance. Another troubling
thought is the emphasis on work being the single most important task before the return of
Christ. Is the whole purpose of the Olivet Discourse to encourage Christians to work hard, or is
it about the critical decision to put one’s faith in Christ or reject Him? | would argue it is the
latter, because the last part of the Discourse is the Judgement of the Nations when the sheep
(believers) and the goats (nonbelievers) are separated. Why end with this separation warning if
the Discourse is for believers only? Finally, it becomes necessary to explain all the terrible
ending of the wicked servant/unprepared virgins/third servant as not the loss of salvation, but a
lack of rewards for these lazy Christians. But the words Jesus used to described these terrible
results seem too horrible for even the lazy Christians: /K2 T ~ M2 &R E (24:39),
HEMNRAM - [ EFEREAER 7 ) EMERE HEIAFSE - FEELZERIRY]
BT o (24:51), WEAESTHRMT ~ TARFRM - (25:12), EFESMAEFEE - [
IRV T -

Sau-Wing Lam
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Dear Sau Wing,

| benefit much from your careful exposition. | believe that we would end up agreeing to disagree. |
believe it is OK.

There are many fine points of argument. Let me respond to two major points.

1. Target audience — | agree that Jesus meant the message for His disciples and their
contemporary Jews. Based on this premise, then | would also come away with the same conclusions.
However, | maintain that the Gospel authors’ intention should take precedent over Jesus’. Hermeneutic
principle demands that | take the author’s (as written down in the text) meaning over the speaker’s in
the event (when Jesus spoke).

For example, take a look at the parallel passage in Luke 19:11-27. There the servants are clearly
distinguished from the “Z= i EARLEALEL, b2 AR EBAEEFIAMAYP, ~ both in their identities
(servants vs. enemy) as well as final disposition (robbed of the opportunity to rule vs. being killed.)
Also, in Luke’s rendering, the Jews are alluded to as “fti. K[ \” and they are one and the same as
those who are the King’s enemy. (compare v.14 and v.27).

While the church is already raptured prior to the tribulation, Jews and Gentiles who remain will
turn to Jesus in large numbers. So on this point, | agree with you some portion of the text is used to
describe the suffering of converts during the tribulation. As such, it is still applicable to this age for we
do not know who will believe before or after the rapture.

By the way, | do not take “talent” in Matthew 25 to mean “spiritual gifts.” Rather, | believe it is the
“abilities” of the servants that means “spiritual gifts and perhaps also natural talents.”

2. Basis of judgment and judgment itself — One major difficulty for me to take the ‘foolish virgins,
third servant, etc. to mean non-believers is the basis of judgment. It appears that all these characters
are judged on works as well as preparedness for the master’s return. How does it jive with salvation by
faith alone?

Regarding the judgment itself, if “outside darkness” is one and the same as “eternal fire” (25:41)
and “eternal punishment” (25:46) why the different languages? Moreover, the setting and occasion in
25:31ff, describing Jesus’ physical return, is clearly different than those in the preceding parables. |
would contend that the parables refer to ZE FIZE I Z i for believers (cf. 2 Cor.5:10) which precedes
the judgment for non-believers (Matt. 25:31ff) chronologically.

[N

| know that the term “#MEAYEERT, TESRYIEE” makes most Christians very uncomfortable if that is the
fate that awaits some of them. (Yet it is interesting to note that on at least two occasions when | polled
the audience, they all think that all the servants are Christians. One time it was during a 33l given to &®
EEZLE pastors in China, and the second time was at the workshop you invite me to give last year. By
the way, | heard it first taught by Dr. Lin during Winter Conference in 1973.) | surveyed all references to
this term in Matthew, not all meant “hell.” If the term clearly indicates hell, they all have “fire” in the
same context. So here in Matthew 24-25, it can mean a state of remorse of loss opportunities or
something of high value. For the unfaithful Christians, it means that they regret as find out due to their
inaction in this life, they miss out on “f7EFE HR AR A FAT L EAFHIEEE” (cf. Phil.3:14).

Blessings, David
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