OFFICIAL STATEMENTS FROM W.H.O. REGARDING THE
CORONAVIRUS FROM DECEMBER 31, 2019 TO APRIL 13, 2020
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December 31 — China first reports a cluster of unusual pneumonia cases in
Wuhan to the WHO [ &2 [m] tH ffrH s s T EUE T — R VIR ERR
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January 4 — WHO tweets about ‘a cluster of pneumonia cases’ in Wuhan
with no deaths, saying investigations into the cause are underway tH:#4H
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January 5 — The WHO issues its first guidance on ‘pneumonia of unknown
cause’, saying there are a total of 44 patients and 11 in severe condition.
The main symptom is listed as fever, with ‘a few patients having difficulty
breathing’ Tt S A= 4HAREE M T AR “RAFRA R AVE (TSR -
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The WHO says there is ‘no evidence of human-to-human transmission’ and
that ‘no health care worker infections have been reported’ tHf#f2H4%z:7 >
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January 7 — China says it has identified the cause of the pneumonia as a
‘novel coronavirus’, initially named 2019-nCoV by the WHO H[EZE <L
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nCoV

January 9 — The WHO praises China for identifying the new virus ‘in a short
space of time’ and repeats its assessment that the virus ‘does not transmit
readily between people’. It also advises against travel or trade restrictions
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January 13 — The WHO says it is now working with authorities in Thailand
after reports of a case there, and may call a meeting of the Emergency
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January 14 — The WHO tweets saying there is ‘no clear evidence of human-
to-human transmission in China’, though later clarifies and says there may
have been limited transmission via family members tH #5540 4% 1F F45 _E
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Jan 20-21 - WHO's field team in China conducts a brief field visit to
epicenter Wuhan #4045 7E HH B AR S B A E T BUR BT T fEREHY
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Jan 21 — The first case is confirmed on US soil in Washington, in a person
who had travelled from China a week before & —{[& 7 {511F 35 B H= B iE )1
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Jan 22 — A report from the WHO team sent to Wuhan notes ‘human-to-
human’ transmission is taking place, but says more research is needed to
assess ‘the full extent’. The report notes confirmed infections in 16 medics,

a clear sign of transmission from patients TH {40 4% &3¢ 7] 2 2 X 1Y —
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The team recommends avoiding large gatherings, isolating infected people,
and a focus on washing hands as the best way to combat the virus’s spread
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The same day, that WHO Emergency Committee convenes for the first
time. Afterwards, Dr Tedros says he has spoken with the Chinese Minister
for Health, and praises the government for its ‘invaluable’ efforts to halt
the virus. He calls a second meeting for the following day [5]—K - tH#2H
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Jan 23 — With the Emergency Committee split, Dr Tedros says he has
decided not to declare the virus a public health emergency of international
concern. Referencing the lockdown of Wuhan, which was announced the
same day, he says he hopes ‘it will be effective and short in duration’. He
praises China’s ‘cooperation and transparency’ in tackling the virus %3
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Dr Tedros says there is limited evidence of human-to-human transmission,
mostly among families or doctors treating the virus. At this point, there are
584 confirmed cases and 17 deaths globally, including in Vietnam, South

Korea, Japan, Thailand and the US SE{#EE{#1-57 » A B A~ H{ERBAYEE
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He recommends screening at airports and tells countries to put testing
facilities in place, but stops short of recommending a travel ban /&% 1F
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Jan 28 — Dr Tedros and other senior WHO officials meet Xi Jinping in China,
agreeing that a panel of experts should be sent to monitor the outbreak. He
praises ‘the seriousness with which China is taking this outbreak, especially
the commitment from top leadership and the transparency they have
demonstrated’ FE{EEHE - FAIHFHSEMENE BETHE R E
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Jan 29 — Dr Tedros gives a speech praising China’s efforts to contain the
virus, saying the country ‘deserves our gratitude and respect’ for locking
down swathes of the country to prevent the spread. ;E{E & #2575
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He notes a few cases of human-to-human spread outside China, which he
says ‘is of grave concern’ and will be monitored closely {54} > H & A
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Jan 30 — The WHO Emergency Committee reconvenes early and declares a
public health emergency of international concern. It comes after confirmed
cases of human-to-human transmission in Germany, Japan, Vietnam and
the US il #H4 R = Z B IR F A - EMEIIERERYZEE A4t
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Dr Tedros again praises China for ‘setting a new standard for outbreak
response’ with its lockdowns, and says the small number of cases outside
the country — 98 —is ‘thanks to their efforts’s& {E & - X IEE [
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Despite noting that a majority of cases outside China have a history of
travel to or from Wuhan, he again recommends no measures to curb

international travel or trade &)+ B 2| XS E P ERIBEINEEE B RER
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Jan 31 - Donald Trump announces travel restrictions on people coming

from China Rf B EARAZK B T BHVRE B HEARTTRR A

Feb 3 — Dr Tedros gives a speech to the WHO updating on coronavirus,
saying there are 17,238 cases in China and 361 deaths — now thought to be

an under-estimate FR{E M L AE U R SH AR SR A BRI B0 Rof



T iHyEsE R > TEIHATA 17238 FpEI - SR 361 B > BAEHIEK
fti 7

He praises Xi Jinping for his individual leadership, and insists that cases
outside China ‘can be managed’ if world authorities work together and
follow recommendations which include — no ban on travel or trade,
supporting countries with weak health systems, investment in vaccines and
diagnosis, combating disinformation and urgent reviews of emergency
preparedness ftl1E 52 AT FHI(E A EHE - IEFEE S - (IR IE S E
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Feb 7 — Dr Li Wenliang, a doctor who first reported the existence of
coronavirus and was initially silenced by China, dies from the virus & 5%
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Feb 10 — The WHO’s team of experts arrives in China to assist with the
outbreak, but the group was not allowed to visit Wuhan and Hubei tH#4H
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Feb 11 — The WHO names the disease caused by the virus COVID-19, saying
it avoided including a geographical name because it risks ‘stigmatizing’
people. It says it will not be using the name SARS-CoV-2 because it risks
causing ‘unnecessary fear’ by linking it to the 2003 SARS outbreak tH 71
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Feb 12 — Dr Tedros says the number of new cases being reported in China
has ‘stabilized’ but adds that it must be ‘interpreted with extreme caution’
and the outbreak ‘could still go in any direction’ B {EE #1557 » 1F [
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Feb 16-24 — WHO team of experts convenes in China, visiting affected sites
and sharing information on the best ways to tackle the crisis TH#2H 4% 5 57
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Feb 17 — Dr Tedros begins chairing daily updates on the coronavirus
response, with each briefing beginning with an update on the number of
infections including from China, which are repeated without caveats Tedros
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He gives an analysis of Chinese data on some 44,000 confirmed cases. He
says the data shows that 80 per cent of cases are mild, 14 per cent lead to
severe disease, and 2 per cent are fatal. The disease is more severe in older
people, with the young largely spared. {3} A4 44,000 {5ilfE2 5 5 HY
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He urges world leaders not to ‘squander’ a window of opportunity to get
ahead of the virus and prevent it from spreading {2 {ie tH 5L 5 B SEE A

AE URET PEHER S S P R

Feb 26 — PresidentTrump announces a dedicated coronavirus response
team, which Vice PresidentMike Pence will lead 4 B 48458 B AR 5 17T
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Feb 28 — The team of WHO experts delivers its first report on the
coronavirus. Among its major findings are that the disease likely came from
bats, that it is spread through close contact with infected people and not
through the air, and that most common symptoms include fever, dry cough
and fatigue TR H R/ NEER T HRMEINEBIVE — ks - HE
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The report praises China’s response as ‘perhaps the most ambitious, agile
and aggressive disease containment effort in history’ saying lockdowns
were achieved ‘due to the deep commitment of the Chinese people to
collective action’ and had achieved a rapid decline in cases #5578 [
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Mar 9 - The whole of Italy is placed on lockdown as the virus spreads, the
first European nation to enter total lockdown FEZ 5 HHVERE » B(E =
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Mar 11 - The WHO finally declares coronavirus a pandemic, meaning it is
spreading out of control in multiple locations around the world. At this
point, cases have been reported in more than 100 countries tH 57454 4H &%
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Mar 13 - WHO says Europe is now the new epicenter of the virus after cases
increase steeply, with Dr Tedros noting ‘more cases are now being reported
every day than were reported in China at the height of its epidemic’ tH44H
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Mar 19 - China reports no new domestic infections from coronavirus since
the pandemic began EfE & AMITHAGLAZK - B & 2 A iV N e
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Mar 20 - Dr Tedros issues a warning that 'young people are not invincible'
to the virus after data from outside showed large numbers of people under
the age of 50 ending up in intensive care R {EE{H -3¢ 2 FRAFERS A
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Mar 25 - As Donald Trump begins touting hydroxychloroquine as a potential
coronavirus treatment, WHO warns that no drugs have so far been



approved for treating the virus g8 I PG TR (G AR GWE(E — 108
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The same day the organization calls for an extra $S2 billion in funding to help
tackle the virus FZ4H4R AT A — K IFREEs Meft 20 B2tV E S KE )
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Apr 3 - As millions of US citizens sign on for unemployment benefit, Dr
Tedros and the IMF call for debt relief and social welfare to help people
through the pandemic 8D\ & ETHIEE AR EFEE R ERORT - EEE
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Apr 6 - The WHO updates its guidance on masks to say they are effective at
stopping spread of the virus, but must be used in conjunction with other
methods. R G AAHER T RN O ENTEE » A EREE RS
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It comes after the CDC updated its guidance to advise people to wear
masks in public L TEPGHZER] L, (CDC) B 16k @ A AMES
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Apr 8 - Following Trump's first barrage of criticism for the WHO, Dr Tedros

urges world leaders to 'stop politicizing the pandemic' unless they want
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Apr 13 - A group of scientists convened by WHO to research a vaccine for
coronavirus issue a joint statement urging world leaders to keep listening to
the scientific community when responding to the virus TH:{#aH 4% & &0 —
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